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Abstract

Background: Mobile and trailer home (MTHs) residents are an understudied group. In this study we determined
the cigarette smoking status, dental visits in the past 12 months, and receipt of tobacco counseling in adolescents
living in MTHs compared to adolescents living in other types of housing.

Methods: For this secondary data analysis study, we used data of adolescents aged 10 to 19 years (n = 74,890) from
the 2012 Florida Youth Tobacco Survey (FYTS). Weighted multiple logistic regression model was conducted to
understand the differences between adolescents living in MTHs compared to those living in other types of housing.

Results: Approximately 6 % of the sample reported living in MTHs. The regression model showed that older
(p < 0.0001), female (p = 0.0091), and middle school (p< 0.0001) adolescents were more likely, and those who identified
as Asians (p= 0.0006), Black/African Americans (p< 0.0001), and Hispanics (p < 0.0001) were less likely to be living in MTHs
compared to their counterparts. Current established smokers (p < 0.0001) and non-established smokers (p < 0.0001) were
more likely to report living in MTHs compared to non-smokers. Those reporting to have not visited a dental
office (p < 0.0001) were more likely to be living in MTHs. Those who visited a dental office but not received any tobacco
counseling (p < 0.0001) were less likely to be living in MTHs compared to their counterparts.

Conclusions: Current cigarette smokers and those not visiting a dental office were more likely to be MTH adolescents.
Adolescents reporting to have received tobacco counseling in a dental office were more likely to be living in MTHs.
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Background
In 2013, approximately 17.9 million people [1] lived in
8.5 million mobile or trailer home (MTH) units [2].
While MTH residents comprise a substantial proportion
of the US population, very little is known about health
behaviors and healthcare utilization in this population.
Existing literature on MTH residents focuses primarily
on indoor environmental pollution and health issues
related to it [3–5]. Other than the data from these
small-scale studies, very little is known about MTH resi-
dents, particularly adolescents living in MTHs. One of
the Healthy People 2020 goals insists on improving the
health, safety and well-being of the adolescents [6].

Adolescents are a vulnerable group who may easily
adopt unhealthy behaviors as they go through severe
hormonal and physical changes [7] and are particularly
susceptible to peer influence [8].
Tobacco use is an unhealthy behavior that adolescents

may adopt which may lead to long-term harmful health
consequences. Data from the Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration for the year 2013
showed that approximately 263,000 12 to 13 year olds
and 3.2 million 14 to 17 year olds reported to have used
some form of tobacco product in the past year [9].
Smoking early in life may continue into adulthood with
evidence showing that smoking during adolescence is a
strong predictor of smoking in adulthood [10]. The
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)
published the 2008 clinical treatment of tobacco guide-
lines, which recommends that the clinicians integrate
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tobacco cessation and counseling activities into their
practice [11]. The United States Preventive Services Task
Force (USPSTF) recommends that all clinicians provide
appropriate interventions to prevent initiation of tobacco
use [12]. The American Dental Association’s (ADA)
guidelines related to nicotine use by child or adolescent
patient states that a dentist should take the opportunity
to ask, provide tobacco cessation counseling, and offer
treatment resources [13]. Therefore, it is important that
adolescents not only visit dentists but also receive
tobacco-related counseling, including preventative coun-
seling, during these visits. There is relatively little data
on adolescents living in MTHs in regard to their demo-
graphic characteristics, smoking behavior, dental visits,
and whether those that have had a visit with a dentist
received tobacco counseling.
The aim of this study is to determine whether the

following health-related variables are associated with
adolescent MTH living status: 1) cigarette smoking sta-
tus, 2) dental office visits in the past 12 months, and 3)
receipt of tobacco counseling from a dentist.

Methods
Data source
For this cross-sectional secondary data analysis study,
de-identified data from the 2012 Florida Youth Tobacco
Survey (FYTS) was used. The FYTS is a state-wide, self-
administered, and an anonymous annual survey con-
ducted by the Florida Department of Health targeting
middle school and high school students aged 9 to
21 years. For the 2012 FYTS, the sampling included all
public middle (6th to 8th grade) and high schools (9th to
12th grade) in all 67 Florida counties. A total of 792
schools were selected; however, only 746 (417 middle
and 329 high schools) participated. Class selection was
made within the sampling frame using systematic equal
probability sampling, with a random start. All students
in each selected class were eligible to participate, and a
final sample of 75,550 students completed the survey.
The analysis for this study was restricted to those aged
10 to 19 years (n = 74,890), as defined by World Health
Organization as adolescents [14]. The Institution
Review Board (IRB) at the Temple University deter-
mined that this secondary data analysis study was not
a human subject’s research study and that IRB
approval was not required.

Demographic variables
Demographic variables studied were: age (younger ado-
lescents: 10 to 14 years old, and older adolescents: 15 to
19 years old) as defined by the World Health
Organization (WHO) [14], gender (male, female), school
type (middle school, high school), race (Whites,
American Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian, black/African

American, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, other), and
ethnicity (Hispanic, non-Hispanics).

Main independent variables
Current cigarette smoking status
A new dummy variable (smoking status) on the current
cigarette smoking status was derived by using the ques-
tion: “During the past 30 days, on how many days did
you smoke cigarettes?”. This variable categorized the
sample into 3 different categories [15]. A smoker was
defined as “current established smoker” if someone had
smoked one or more cigarettes during 20 or more of the
last 30 days, “current non-established smoker” if they
smoked one or more cigarettes for less than 20 days of
the last 30 days, and a “current non-smoker” for those
who did not smoke during the last 30 days. For data
analysis purposes, the “current non-smoker” category
was used as a reference group.

Tobacco counseling in dental office
A question to understand if the adolescent had visited a
dental office, and received any advice on the dangers of
tobacco during that visit in the past 12 months was in-
cluded in the 2012 FYTS. The question asked: “Has the
dentist or someone in the dentist’s office talked to you
about the danger of tobacco use, in the past 12 months?”
Three possible responses the adolescents could choose
from were: “I have not visited a dentist’s office in the
past 12 months”, “yes” and “no”. Those responding that
they visited the dental office and also received tobacco
counseling were used as the reference group.

Outcome variable
Since this study aims to understand the demographic
characteristics, smoking status, dental office visits, and
receipt of tobacco counseling in the past 12 months in a
dental office among adolescents living in MTHs com-
pared to those living in other types of housing, a variable
(housing status) was created to categorize the study sam-
ple into two groups: those living in MTHs versus those
living in other types of housing. This variable was used
as the primary outcome measure.

Statistical analysis
Univariate and bivariate weighted statistics were con-
ducted. Multiple logistic regression model was conducted,
with housing status (MTHs vs other type of housing) as
the primary outcome, after adjusting for all main and
other independent variables using appropriate weights.
Adjusted odds ratios and 95 % confidence intervals were
calculated for each association in the regression model,
and statistical significance was set at the 0.05 level. We
used the SAS 9.3 (SAS Institute, Cary, N.C.) to conduct all
statistical analyses.
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Results
The mean age of the sample (n = 74,890) was 14.6 ±
2.0 years. Table 1 describes the characteristics of the
adolescents aged 10 to 19 years from the 2012 FYTS
sample. Slightly more than half of the sample was male
(51 %) and older (52 %) adolescents, with 57 % reporting
to be in high school. The sample was weighted to repre-
sent 54 % Whites, 1 % Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander,
24 % Black/African American, 2 % Asian, 1 % American
Indian/Native American/Alaskan Native, and 18 % other
racial categories. Hispanics represented 28 % of the sam-
ple. Approximately 6 % (n = 4146) reported living in
MTHs. The majority of the adolescents were current

non-smokers (92 %), followed by current non-established
(5.5 %), and current established smokers (2.4 %). Approxi-
mately 18 % of the total sample had not visited the dental
office in the past 12 months, while 17 % had visited and
received tobacco counseling, and 65 % visited but did not
receive tobacco counseling (Table 1).
To understand the differences between adolescents

living in MTHs and adolescents living in other types of
housing, we conducted bivariate analysis using chi-square
tests (Table 2) and then an adjusted multiple logistic
regression model using appropriate weights (Table 3).
A higher proportion of adolescents living in MTHs

were current established smokers (7.7 %), and current
non-established smokers (10.4 %) compared to those not
living in MTHs (Table 2). A greater proportion of those
in MTHs (27.2 %) reported not visiting a dental office in
the past 12 months compared to those not living in
MTHs (17.1 %). Among adolescents who had visited the
dentist, a smaller proportion of adolescents living in
MTHs reported not receiving tobacco counseling
(53.6 %) compared to those not living in MTHs (65.5 %).
The adjusted multiple logistic regression model

showed that older (p < 0.0001), female (p = 0.0091), and
middle school adolescents (p < 0.0001) were more likely
to be living in MTHs compared to their counterparts
(Table 3). Self-identified Asians (p = 0.0006) and Black/
African Americans (p < 0.0001) were less likely to be liv-
ing in MTHs compared to whites. Hispanics (p < 0.0001)
were less likely to be living in MTHs compared to non-
Hispanics. Significant associations were identified in
terms of smoking status. Current established smokers
were 3.8 times (p < 0.0001) the odds of living in MTHs
compared to non-smokers. Current non-established
smokers were 2.1 times (p < 0.0001) the odds of living in
MTHs compared to non-smokers. Those who reported
to have not visited a dental office were more likely to be
living in MTHs compared to those who visited a dental
office and received tobacco counseling (p < 0.0001).
Those who reported visiting the dental office but not
receiving tobacco counseling were less likely to live in
MTHs compared to those who visited a dental office
and received tobacco counseling (p < 0.0001).

Discussion
Approximately 10 % (n = 141,102) of the estimated 1.437
million MTH residents in Florida were adolescents (U.S.
Census Bureau, Florida Legislature, 2013), indicating
that a significant number of adolescents live in MTHs
[16]. In this regional study focusing on MTH adoles-
cents living in Florida, we found important and compel-
ling evidence that indicates a need for more studies to
understand health behaviors and health care utilization
in this group.

Table 1 Descriptive characteristics of the study sample

Variable na Percentage

Age

Younger adolescents 35762 47.9 %

Older adolescents 38951 52.1 %

Gender

Male 37362 51.0 %

Female 35954 49.0 %

School Type

Middle 32320 43.4 %

High 42157 56.6 %

Housing

Trailer or mobile homes 4146 5.6 %

Other types of housing 69684 94.4 %

Race

White 39699 53.8 %

American Indian/Alaska native 690 0.9 %

Asian 1514 2.0 %

Black/African American 17966 24.4 %

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 511 0.7 %

Other 13398 18.2 %

Ethnicity

Hispanic 20360 27.8 %

Non-Hispanic 52906 72.2 %

Smoking Status

Current established smoker 1803 2.4 %

Current non-established smoker 4093 5.5 %

Current Non smoker 68522 92.1 %

Tobacco Counseling in Dental Office

Did not visit a dental office at all 12705 17.7 %

Visited a dentist office but not receive tobacco
counseling

46611 64.9 %

Visited a dentist office and received tobacco
counseling

12547 17.4 %

aDue to missing values, not all categories add to the total sample size
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Significantly higher proportions (18.1 %) of MTH ado-
lescents reported to be cigarette smokers compared to
those living in other types of housing (7.3 %) (Table 2).
Additionally, MTH adolescents were significantly more
likely to be established and non-established cigarette
smokers compared to non-smokers. These findings indi-
cate that cigarette smoking may be an issue among ado-
lescents living in MTHs. Lost dental office visits are

missed opportunities for preventing and/or addressing
unhealthy habits and identifying preventable diseases,
especially among adolescents. Those adolescents who
reported not visiting a dental office in the last 12 months
were significantly more likely to be MTH adolescents,
suggesting that there may be barriers to dental care in
this population. However, interestingly, those who re-
ported visiting a dental office but not receiving tobacco
counseling were less likely to be MTH adolescents. This
means that MTH adolescents that visited a dental office
were more likely to receive tobacco counseling. Since
adolescents living in MTHs were more likely to report
smoking, this may reflect a trend where dentists provide
some type of tobacco counseling to adolescents who

Table 3 Odds of living in MTHs according to adolescent
demographic characteristics, cigarette smoking status, dental
visits and receipts of tobacco counseling in dental office

VARIABLE Adjusted OR
(95 % CI)

P value

Age

Younger adolescents 0.66 (0.55–0.8) <0.0001*

Older Adolescentsa reference

Gender

Male 0.9 (0.83–0.97) 0.0091*

Femalea reference

School Type

High 0.56 (0.47–0.68) <0.0001*

Middlea reference

Race

American Indian/Alaska native 1.21 (0.90–1.22) 0.2

Asian 0.56 (0.40–0.78) 0.0006*

Black/African American 0.48 (0.42–0.54) <0.0001*

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 0.98 (0.62–1.55) 0.92

Other 1.08 (0.95–1.22) 0.24

Whitea reference

Ethnicity

Hispanic 0.75 (0.67–0.85) <0.0001*

Non-Hispanica reference

Smoking Status

Current established smoker 3.81 (3.17–4.60) <0.0001*

Current non-established smoker 2.08 (1.79–2.42) <0.0001*

Current non-smokera reference

Tobacco Counseling in Dental Office

Did not visit a dental office at all 1.46 (1.29–1.64) <0.0001*

Visited a dentist office but not
receive tobacco counseling

0.72 (0.65–0.80) <0.0001*

Visited a dentist office and received
tobacco counselinga

reference

CI Confidence interval, OR Odds Ratio
aReference group, *- p < 0.05

Table 2 Differences in demographic characteristics, cigarette
smoking status, dental visits and receipts of tobacco counseling
in dental office among adolescents living in MTHs versus not
living in MTHs

Variable Living in
Mobile/Trailer
Homes

Living in
Other
types of
housing

p-value

n (%) n (%)

Age

Younger Adolescents 1925 (46.5) 33149 (47.7) 0.15

Older adolescents 2213 (53.5) 36397 (52.3)

Gender

Male 2006 (49.8) 34794 (51.0) 0.15

Female 2022 (50.2) 33480 (49.0)

School Type

Middle 1871 (45.4) 29778 (42.9) 0.002*

High 2250 (54.6) 39550 (57.1)

Race

American Indian/Alaska
native

55 (1.3) 629 (0.9) <0.0001*

Asian 65 (1.6) 1434 (2.1)

Black/African American 623 (15.2) 17039 (24.8)

Native Hawaiian/Pacific
Islander

36 (0.9) 466 (0.7)

Other 778 (19.0) 12430 (18.1)

White 2532 (61.9) 36810 (53.5)

Ethnicity

Hispanic 1083 (26.8) 18981 (27.8) 0.19

Non-Hispanic 2951 (73.2) 49313 (72.2)

Smoking Status

Current established smoker 318 (7.7) 1464 (2.1) <0.0001*

Current non-established
smoker

427 (10.4) 3627 (5.2)

Current non-smoker 3377 (81.9) 34234 (92.7)

Tobacco Counseling in Dental Office

Did not visit a dental office
at all

1082 (27.2) 11486 (17.1) <0.0001*

Visited a dentist office but not
receive tobacco counseling

2130 (53.6) 43929 (65.5)

Visited a dentist office and
received tobacco counseling

763 (19.2) 11620 (17.4)

*- p < 0.05
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report smoking or who they perceive to be more likely
to smoke. The finding is still encouraging because the
dental visit may be an opportunity to provide both den-
tal care and tobacco counseling for this population.
However, almost 54 % of adolescents living in MTHs
and 65.5 % of adolescents living in other types of hous-
ing reported not receiving any tobacco related counsel-
ing despite visiting a dental office. These findings
suggest that important opportunities to prevent tobacco
initiation among adolescents are missed by dentists.
Adolescent smoking status, dental office visits, and re-
ceipt of tobacco counseling at dental office were signifi-
cantly associated with housing status. Though literature
that directly associates type of housing with health care
access and utilization of services is rare, studies have
shown that one’s health status may be associated with
type of housing. For example, asthma prevalence is sig-
nificantly higher in children living in public housing
compared to private family dwellings [17]. Elderly
men in institutional settings are significantly more
depressed compared to men in detached homes [18].
Though the theoretical reasoning behind disparities in
health care access and utilization based on type of
housing is unclear, it may be assumed that people liv-
ing in better housing units are economically more
secure and safe compared to others. However, with
very limited information in the literature and from
the 2012 FYTS data, it is difficult to make any such
assumptions about those living in MTHs and their
socioeconomic status.
This study has several limitations. Family income has

always been strongly associated with accessing health
care services; however, we were unable to include this
variable in our analysis because income data is not col-
lected through FYTS. Also, the FYTS did not collect
data on medical or dental insurance status and we were
not able to determine the influence of insurance on
health care visits. Though no other social determinants
related to access and utilization of care was available in
2012 FYTS, the specific findings related to MTH adoles-
cents are very unique and compelling. The FYTS col-
lects self-reported data, which might present validity
and reliability issues. However self-reported data from
adolescents has shown strong validity and reliability
even for high-risk behaviors like tobacco and alcohol
use. [19, 20]. Despite these limitations, our study has
significant strengths. This is the first ever population-
based study that demonstrates a negative association
between smoking status, dental care utilization and
adolescents living in MTHs. And finally, because the
participation rate of both middle (77 %) and high
school (73 %) students in 2012 FYTS was very high
[21], we believe it increases the external validity of
the study results.

Recommendations
Adolescents living in MTHs may be a vulnerable group,
and our findings make a convincing case for a more in-
depth understanding of their social and physical deter-
minants of health. Improving access to dental care for
all adolescents may increase the chance of them receiv-
ing tobacco counseling. Possible ways to address these
needs may include mobile dental care, community out-
reach programs in MTH communities, educational cam-
paigns to increase awareness on consequences of
tobacco and the importance of utilization of dental care
services among MTH residents, and educational cam-
paigns aimed at dental providers increasing awareness of
the potential vulnerability of this population. In addition,
public health agencies, health care organizatiosn, and
policy makers should collaboratively work towards un-
derstanding MTH residents, and address their health
care needs.

Conclusions
In conclusion adolescents living in MTHs may be at
more risk to engage in cigarette smoking and not visit a
dental office. However, MTH adolescents that do visit
the dental office may be more likely to receive tobacco
counseling. We hope that the results from the study will
generate further interest and action in this area and with
this population with regard to research, policy, and clin-
ical initiatives.

Abbreviations
ADA: American Dental Association; AHRQ: Agency for Healthcare Research
and Quality; FYTS: Florida Youth Tobacco Survey; MTHs: Mobile and Trailer
Homes; USPSTF: United States Preventive Services Task Force; WHO: World
Health Organization

Acknowledgements
The authors thank Ms. Vesselka McAlarney, Office of Economic and
Demographic Research, Florida Department of Health, for providing access
to the Public Use Microdata Sample File for Florida.

Funding
This study was not funded through any funding agency.

Availability of data and materials
The Florida Youth Tobacco Survey database is available for public use
through Florida Department of Health. The data can be accessed by
requesting through this website. http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-
data/survey-data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/index.html. Dr. Bhoopathi had
signed a data agreement with Florida Department of Health, that he will not
release the data to anyone or any other institution in whole or part in any
form.

Authors contributions
HZ: Data analysis, and critical editing of the manuscript for important
intellectual content. SMV: Study design, and critical editing of the manuscript
for important intellectual content. VB: Conceptualization, study design, data
analysis, manuscript draft, critical editing of the manuscript for important
intellectual content. All authors read and approved the final draft.

Authors information
Dr. Huaqing Zhao is an Assistant Clinical Professor and a Statistician at the
Temple University Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA. Dr.

Bhoopathi et al. BMC Oral Health  (2016) 16:121 Page 5 of 6

http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/survey-data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/index.html
http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/survey-data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/index.html


Shannon Myers Virtue is an Assistant Professor with the Department
of Pediatric Dentistry and Community Oral Health Sciences at the Temple
University Maurice H Kornberg School of Dentistry, Philadelphia, PA. Dr.
Vinodh Bhoopathi, is an Assistant Professor with the Department of Pediatric
Dentistry and Community Oral Health Sciences at the Temple University
Maurice H Kornberg School of Dentistry, Philadelphia, PA. Address
correspondence to Dr. Bhoopathi. E-mail: Vinodh. Bhoopathi@temple.edu.

Competing interests
The author(s) declare that they have no competing interests.

Consent for publication
Not Applicable.

Ethics approval and consent to participate
The Institution Review Board (IRB) at the Temple University determined that
this secondary data analysis study was not a human subject’s research study
and that IRB approval was not required.

Author details
1Department of Pediatric Dentistry and Community Oral Health Sciences,
Maurice H. Kornberg School of Dentistry, Temple University, 3223 N Broad
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140, USA. 2Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Temple
University, 3440 N Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140, USA.

Received: 3 June 2016 Accepted: 6 November 2016

References
1. U.S. Census Bureau. Table population in occupied housing units by tenure

by units in structure, Table B25033, 2013 American Community Survey
1 year estimates. 2013. http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/
pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25033&prodType=table.
Accessed 15 Jan 2016

2. U.S. Census Bureau. Units in Structure: Housing units, Table B250254, 2013
American Community Survey 1 year estimates. 2013. http://factfinder.census.
gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_
B25024&prodType=table. Accessed 15 Jan 2016

3. Ritchie IM, Lehnen RG. Formaldehyde-related health complaints of residents
living in mobile and conventional homes. Am J Public Health. 1987;77(3):323–8.

4. Murphy MW, Lando JF, Kieszak SM, Sutter ME, Noonan GP, Brunkard JM,
McGeehin MA. Formaldehyde levels in FEMA-supplied travel trailers, park
models, and mobile homes in Louisiana and Mississippi. Indoor Air.
2013;23(2):134–41.

5. Liu KS, Paz MK, Flessel P, Waldman J, Girman J. Unintentional carbon
monoxide deaths in California from residential and other nonvehicular
sources. Arch Environ Health. 2000;55(6):375–81.

6. Healthy People 2020. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. Available at
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives. Accessed 20 Mar 2016.

7. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. Preventing Tobacco Use
Among Youth and Young Adults: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta:
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, Office on Smoking and Health, 2012.

8. Simons-Morton B, Farhat T. Recent findings on peer group influence on
adolescent substance use. J Prim Prev. 2010;31(4):191–206.

9. Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration Office of Applied
Studies. (2014). Results from the 2013 National Survey on Drug Use and
Health: Detailed tables. Tables 2.2A-2.3A. Washington, DC: U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services. 2013. http://archive.samhsa.gov/data/
NSDUH/2013SummNatFindDetTables/DetTabs/NSDUH-
DetTabsSect2peTabs1to42-2013.htm#tab2.2a. Accessed 19 Nov 2015

10. Chassin L, Presson CC, Rose JS, Sherman SJ. The natural history of cigarette
smoking from adolescence to adulthood: demographic predictors of
continuity and change. Health Psychol. 1996;15(6):478–84.

11. Treating Tobacco Use and Dependence: 2008 Update. A Clinical Practice
Guideline, Agency for Health Care Research and Quality. 2008. http://www.
ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/professionals/clinicians-providers/
guidelines-recommendations/tobacco/clinicians/update/treating_tobacco_
use08.pdf. Accessed 29 Jan 2016.

12. Guide to Clinical Preventive Services. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality,
Rockville, MD. 2014.http://www.ahrq.gov/professionals/clinicians-providers/
guidelines-recommendations/guide/index.html. Accessed 29 Jan 2016.

13. American Dental Association Adopted. Guidelines Related to Alcohol,
Nicotine, and/or Drug Use by Child or Adolescent Patients. Adopted
October 2005. http://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/ada-positions-policies-
and-statements/guidelines-alcohol-nicotine-drug-use-children-adolescent-
patients. Accessed 9 Nov 2016.

14. World Health Organization. Health for the world’s adolescents. A second
chance in the second decade. Geneva, World Health Organization. 2014.
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/second-decade/
en/. Accessed 18 Jan 2016.

15. Shelley D, Cantrell J, Faulkner D. (2005). Physician and dentist tobacco use
counseling and adolescent smoking behavior: results from the 2000
National Youth Tobacco Survey. Pediatrics. 2005;115(3):719–25.

16. U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata
Sample, 2013, prepared by the Florida Legislature, Office of Economic and
Demographic Research, May 2015.

17. Northridge J, Ramirez OF, Stingone JA, Claudio L. The role of housing type and
housing quality in urban children with asthma. J Urban Health. 2010;87(2):211–24.

18. Valliant PM, Furac CJ. Type of housing and emotional health of senior
citizens. Psychol Reports. 1993;73(3 pt 2):1347–53.

19. Brener ND, Billy JO, Grady WR. Assessment of factors affecting the validity of
self-reported health-risk behavior among adolescents: evidence from the
scientific literature. J Adolesc Health. 2003;33(6):436–57.

20. Fosse NE, Haas SA. Validity and stability of self-reported health among
adolescents in a longitudinal, nationally representative survey. Pediatrics.
2009;123(3):e496–501.

21. Florida Department of Health. Florida Youth Tobacco Survey 2012 County
“At a Glance” Tables. http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/survey-
data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/_documents/2012-county/2012_fyts_intro.pdf.
Accessed 9 June 2016

•  We accept pre-submission inquiries 

•  Our selector tool helps you to find the most relevant journal

•  We provide round the clock customer support 

•  Convenient online submission

•  Thorough peer review

•  Inclusion in PubMed and all major indexing services 

•  Maximum visibility for your research

Submit your manuscript at
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central 
and we will help you at every step:

Bhoopathi et al. BMC Oral Health  (2016) 16:121 Page 6 of 6

http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25033&prodType=table
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25033&prodType=table
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25024&prodType=table
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25024&prodType=table
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_13_1YR_B25024&prodType=table
http://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/topics-objectives
http://archive.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2013SummNatFindDetTables/DetTabs/NSDUH-DetTabsSect2peTabs1to42-2013.htm#tab2.2a
http://archive.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2013SummNatFindDetTables/DetTabs/NSDUH-DetTabsSect2peTabs1to42-2013.htm#tab2.2a
http://archive.samhsa.gov/data/NSDUH/2013SummNatFindDetTables/DetTabs/NSDUH-DetTabsSect2peTabs1to42-2013.htm#tab2.2a
http://www.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/tobacco/clinicians/update/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf
http://www.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/tobacco/clinicians/update/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf
http://www.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/tobacco/clinicians/update/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf
http://www.ahrq.gov/sites/default/files/wysiwyg/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/tobacco/clinicians/update/treating_tobacco_use08.pdf
http://www.ahrq.gov/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/guide/index.html
http://www.ahrq.gov/professionals/clinicians-providers/guidelines-recommendations/guide/index.html
http://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/ada-positions-policies-and-statements/guidelines-alcohol-nicotine-drug-use-children-adolescent-patients
http://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/ada-positions-policies-and-statements/guidelines-alcohol-nicotine-drug-use-children-adolescent-patients
http://www.ada.org/en/about-the-ada/ada-positions-policies-and-statements/guidelines-alcohol-nicotine-drug-use-children-adolescent-patients
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/second-decade/en/
http://www.who.int/maternal_child_adolescent/documents/second-decade/en/
http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/survey-data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/_documents/2012-county/2012_fyts_intro.pdf
http://www.floridahealth.gov/statistics-and-data/survey-data/fl-youth-tobacco-survey/_documents/2012-county/2012_fyts_intro.pdf

	Abstract
	Background
	Methods
	Results
	Conclusions

	Background
	Methods
	Data source
	Demographic variables
	Main independent variables
	Current cigarette smoking status
	Tobacco counseling in dental office
	Outcome variable
	Statistical analysis


	Results
	Discussion
	Recommendations

	Conclusions
	show [Abbrev]
	Acknowledgements
	Funding
	Availability of data and materials
	Authors contributions
	Authors information
	Competing interests
	Consent for publication
	Ethics approval and consent to participate
	Author details
	References

